Biddenden Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held in the Old Village Hall on 
January 13th 2009
Present

Cllr D Boulding




Cllr T Lupton

Cllr Mrs E Cansdale




Cllr H Richards

Cllr M Conway




Cllr H Ruse

Cllr C Daly





Cllr J Rymer Jones – Chairman

Cllr C Friend





Eight parishioners were present
Apologies for absence
 Cllrs Mrs Ashcroft and Barfoot also Cllr N Bell, Ashford BC

1 There were no alterations to members Register of Interests

2
      Items raised by parishioners present
Ms Clark stated that she had information that the Council had allocated £22.5k to the works for the High Street south side pavement. As it appeared that the full Council was unaware of this she sought an explanation from the Chairman as to how this figure had come to her notice. He promised he would do so.   
3       Approval of the draft minutes of the meetings on November 11th, 

December 9th and December 16th 2008.

November 11th
These were approved and signed by the Chairman. (Cllr Richards did not approve)

December 9th
These were approved and signed by the Chairman with the following amendments.
· Para 4 “Cllr Daly was …….” to be inserted into Para 2 instead.
· To note that Cllr Mrs Cansdale’s resignation as Vice Chairman occurred at the end of the meeting.

EGM December 16th
Delete the last paragraph as the discussions occurred after the meeting had closed.

4       Investigation into the minutes of  the October 17th EGM
Cllr Richards advised that there was nothing to report as Cllr Barfoot is awaiting further information. 

Cllr Ruse felt the unofficial investigation is flawed as two members of  the enquiry team were on record as stating that Councillors cannot be sufficiently independent to undertake an investigation. 
The Chairman said both the District Auditor and the ABC Monitoring Officer had written to say that no further action was required if the approved minutes were placed in the Council’s file and website.
Cllr Richards said the purpose of the enquiry was merely fact finding.
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5
       ABC Service Level Agreement
 One outcome of the ABC proposals could be that parishes would have to fund       local   elections and Code of Conduct complaints. KALC has raised objections    and the matter is subject to further discussion.

6         Proposed Doctors surgery update 
Cllr Lupton referred to his paper on the discussions he had chaired relating to possible Heads of Agreement for the site lease to the Doctors. The paper had been circulated to all Councillors.  Cllr Lupton proposed that “A site meeting with the tenant be arranged to understand access arrangements, also to request the Councils solicitor to prepare a Heads of Agreement as per his paper and to arrange a meeting with the prospective tenant as soon as detailed plans are available” All agreed. (Cllrs Mrs Cansdale and Conway declared an interest and did not vote)
It was agreed Cllrs Lupton, Friend and Ruse would progress the issues.

The Clerk reported that the Doctors were still preparing their planning application.

7         Allotments
Cllr Richards reported that the site he had under consideration would not be available this year. Cllr Lupton felt that a portion of the Jubilee Meadow should also be considered and if there were good reasons for its non availability they should be made known to the potential allotment holders.   

8         High Street, south side pavement
Cllr Friend said he had advised KCC that their proposals were acceptable to the Parish Council and KCC would now seek listed building consent before proceeding to full planning permission.

9
        Reports from Group Chairmen
          Car park and toilets
Cllr Daly reported that he had obtained five quotes (all about £800)   for installing the (free) British Gates fence around the car park and also for grubbing out the existing hedge. Gravel boards would be installed to prevent water run off from the car park to the pavement. Cllr Richards emphasised that a suitable replacement hedge must be planted, ideally in the next month or so. Council agreed up to £1000 could be spent to undertake the above work. Cllr Daly would progress after obtaining three written quotations.

                     Gordon Jones field
Cllr Boulding would organise a meeting to explore new ideas for the play area. Cllr Richards agreed to organise the coring and slitting of the football field. A maximum expenditure of £400 was agreed.  









2009/2
Police 
Cllr Daly said the recent “meet the PCSO” meeting in the village hall had taken place and PCSO Peel had then met parishioners in the High Street. Her presence was much appreciated.

Local housing
Councillors suggested that ABC conduct a “local housing needs” survey. 
KALC (See also 5 above)

It should be noted that Mr Mortimer (ABC) is considering passing on the costs of “Code of Conduct” investigations to Parish Councils. This was partly to prevent unfounded accusations of misconduct being brought to his attention. It is now also possible for Mr Mortimer to informally interview individuals before proceeding to a full Standards Board investigation.  
Cllr Conway noted that county traffic surveys were in hand and that 22    “Quality Councils” were now in place across Kent. 
Youth    
Cllr Daly said he would step down as the Councils “Youth leader” largely because of a lack of budget provision made planning impossible and also for personal reasons. The Council was appreciative of Cllr Boulding taking on the role. Cllr Daly was thanked for his work to date.
Recycling 
The Chairman reminded the Council of its commitment to support the Tea Dance on February 10th from the recycling funds. He hoped Councillors would “look in” on the event. 
Cllr Lupton felt that income from recycling would probably fall in 2009 as the price of scrap materials fell worldwide.

There were no other reports from Group Chairmen.  
10          Finance (See attached)

The Council agreed the 2009 KCC Landscape Services mowing contract.
11
Planning (See attached) Cllr Richards felt it was wrong to attach a drawing                                                                                                       of the proposed Henden Hall development to the paperwork as this was not usually done. The Clerk said he thought it would be helpful.
The Chairman reminded Councillors of the next ABC Community Workshop on February 12th to consider local input to the Local Development Framework. 
12
         Correspondence (See attached)
The Chairman referred to the volume of correspondence and FoI demands received from Ms Clark and the Council agreed that the Chairman should seek advice from the Information Commissioner on the Council’s responses.

13 Staffing matters (See attached minute) 
The Council voted to consider staffing issues in closed session with public and press excluded.  
Graham Smith, Parish Clerk 
01622 890596          
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