Biddenden Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held in the Old Village Hall on

12 May 2009

Present

Cllr J. Rymer-Jones – Chairman




Cllr C Daly

Cllr Mrs J Ashcroft






Cllr C Friend

Cllr A Barfoot







Cllr D Boulding

Cllr Mrs E Cansdale






Cllr M Conway 

Cllr T Lupton







Cllr H Richards

Cllr H Ruse

6 Parishioners attended.

The Chairman opened the meeting and asked PCSO Christine Peel to read a report from Sgt Rachel McNeil.  

Police Report

Since the arrival of PCSO Peel there had been an increase of intelligence concerning persons of interest to the police.  PCSO Peel has become involved with the elderly and with the school, and promotes herself as a point of contact within the village.  However, she spends more than 50% of her time out of the village writing reports and helping with other police operations and accidents. 

Parishioners’ Questions

The Chairman invited Parishioners to ask questions.

Mr Linnett said that crime statistics needed to be studied both before and after the arrival of PCSO Peel.  He was surprised that she spent less than half her time on the beat in the village.  This was noted by the Chairman.
Mrs Sally Patchett asked if any recommendations had been made to Ashford Borough Council regarding the application for planning permission for 2 Monks Hill Cottages being discussed later.  The Chairman replied that none had been made prior to the original application. 

1.
Election of Chairman for 2009/10


Cllr Rymer-Jones was nominated for the position of Chairman by Cllr Daly and seconded by Cllr Ruse.  There being no other nominations, Cllr Rymer Jones was duly elected as Chairman.

2.
Apologies for absence



Apologies were received from Borough Councillor Bell.


3.
Election of Vice Chairman for 2009/10


Cllr Lupton was nominated for the position of Vice Chairman by Cllr Mrs Cansdale and seconded by Cllr Friend.  There being no other nominations, Cllr Lupton was duly elected as Vice Chairman.

4.
Any declarations of interest in items on the Agenda

Cllrs Mrs Cansdale and Conway declared an interest in the Doctor’s surgery.


5.
Any alterations to Members’ Register of Interests

There were no alterations.


6.
Approval of the draft Minutes of the meeting held on 14 April 2009


The Minutes were approved and signed as being a correct record.

7.
Any matters for information not on the agenda
Cllr Barfoot had been asked to write conclusions of the investigation into the Minutes of 17 October 2008.  He had completed this and sent copies to Cllr Rymer-Jones (Chairman) and the Parish Clerk.  A meeting had since been held with Ms Clark, himself and Cllr Mrs Ashcroft.  The Clerk was requested to circulate the report.  


It was noted that Ms Clark had requested to have an item added to this meeting’s agenda concerning minutes and the website.  The Chairman said that this would be covered under item 14, Production and Publication of Minutes.

8.
Committee and Group members for 2009/10


It was agreed that the following Councillors would serve on the Finance Committee and the Groups listed below for the year 2009/10.


Finance Committee: Cllr Lupton (Chairman); Cllrs Barfoot and Mrs Cansdale.  


Cllr Rymer-Jones ex officio as Chairman.


Car park, toilets and Post Office:  Cllr Daly and Mr Whapham


Millennium Field and Jubilee Meadow: Cllrs Conway and Richards


Traffic, Pedestrians and Footpaths: Cllrs Mrs Ashcroft, Friend (Chairman) and 


Mr Whapham


Gordon Jones Field: Cllrs Mrs Ashcroft, Boulding and Mrs Cansdale


Police Liaison: Cllrs Mrs Cansdale, Conway and Daly


Local Development Framework: Cllrs Conway, Ruse and Rymer-Jones (leads)


Monthly Planning: Cllr Mrs Cansdale (leads)


Local housing: Cllrs Barfoot and Mrs Cansdale


Village Hall Trustee: Cllr Lupton


John Mayne school governor: Cllr Mrs Ashcroft


Recycling: Cllrs Lupton, Richards, Rymer-Jones


Webmaster: Cllr Boulding


Flood Warden: Cllr Barfoot

9.
Ashford Borough Council report – Cllr N Bell
In Borough Councillor Bell’s absence a report was read out.

Cllr Bell has asked ABC officers to keep him fully informed about the Tenterden housing proposals.  The Parish Council should think whether it would like to be consulted.

The danger to Biddenden is that increased housing in Tenterden could lead to increased traffic through Biddenden.  The planners’ hope would be that the high-speed rail link at Ashford together with improved access to the station and other attractions, would take traffic up the A28 to Ashford.  But we have to make sure that this is carefully thought through and sensible.

If the Parish Council is agreeable, then a show of concern from Biddenden Parish Council about Tenterden’s housing proposals would do Biddenden’s interests no harm.

The Chairman commented that as there were going to be 600 houses built in Tenterden it could lead to a trail through the village.  This could be an A28 issue.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should write formally to Ashford Borough Council strongly objecting to the number of houses and asking what mitigating measures are in the plan to reduce the flow of traffic through Biddenden.  Discussion also took place about speed limits and that other villages now had wooden posts and signs displaying speed limits and Biddenden did not.  It was pointed out that the other villages mentioned came under different local authorities.  Cllrs Mrs Ashcroft and Friend would be attending a meeting about speed limits on 15 May and would bring up the subject.

10
Model Publication Scheme


It was agreed that Cllr Lupton would lead a group to review the Council’s procedure and policy documents. Once this exercise is completed a decision can be taken on what should be put on the Council’s website.

11.
Proposed doctors surgery - update
Cllr Mrs Cansdale left the meeting during this item as she had a prejudicial interest.

It was reported that nothing further had been heard since the last meeting.  At the moment the medical practice was concentrating on the new Headcorn Surgery.  The practice manager would be contacted to confirm that the notes on the meeting with the Headcorn practice on 21st March were accepted by the Parish Council.

12.
Proposed allotments - update

John Murray of ABC has indicated that the request to have access to the proposed allotment site over ABC land has been put out to consultation within ABC.  This is the normal procedure and the whole process normally takes four weeks.  He is also discussing with colleagues the most straightforward way of formalising an Agreement.

13.
High Street south side pavement - update
It was reported that an email had been sent to Russell Boorman requesting an update, but no reply has yet been received.  

14.
Production and publication of Minutes
This item was in response to comments made by Mr Clayden at the Parish meeting on 28 April 2009 and by Ms Clark in recent correspondence.

The Clerk proposed a system for producing the Minutes.   This was then discussed by Councillors.  It was agreed that the Clerk should have adequate time to type up the Minutes and the Chairman to check them.  Once this was complete the draft Minutes would be put on the Parish Council notice board (marked draft) next to the church.  

The draft Minutes would be circulated to Councillors and any amendments they wished to make should be sent to the Clerk.  A list of amendments would then be brought to the following Parish Council Meeting along with the draft Minutes for approval.  The amendments would then be merged into the draft minutes to provide a correct copy.  Following this they would then appear on the website.

A vote was taken by Councillors: For: 9
Abstentions: 2

It was noted that the agenda was already put on the website.

It was agreed that Minutes on the website for the last 2-3 years needed to be checked to ensure they replicate the signed minute book.  Cllr Boulding and the Clerk will carry out this exercise.

15.
Reports from Committee/Groups
Finance Committee: Cllr Lupton reported that the Parish Council accounts were currently with the internal auditor.

Car park and toilets 

Fly Tipping:   Fly Tipped bags of rubbish left in the Car Park have been removed by Ashford Borough Council at no cost to the Parish Council.

Criminal Damage: Last Saturday a male youth was seen climbing down off the toilet roof and running off – causing damage to a number of roof tiles.  The incident was reported to the police.  A site meeting has been arranged with Mark Gorman, the builder, to give an estimate to repair the roof and to fix the flooding in the Gents toilet, which has recently re-occurred.

Final Certificate:

CYMA architects have been contacted to arrange for them to issue a Final Certificate for the Post Office building, which is due this month.

New advertising panel: The first sign has gone up on the new fence panel- to advertise the forthcoming All Saints Church Flower Festival later this month.  

The Group suggested that other village event organisers who wish to use the new advertising panel contact the Car Park Group.
Millennium Field and Jubilee Meadow:   A plan was distributed and the project explained to the Councillors regarding disabled access, the ponds and fencing required.  It was explained that there was the possibility of obtaining funding towards the plans whereby the Parish Council would only need to pay approximately £500 towards the cost of the project.

The meeting noted documents from Natural England (which arrived at the end of 2008) had not been passed to Cllr Richards.  These documents directly affected forms, which Cllr Richards was required to complete for the RPA as they contained relevant information of which he was unaware at the time of completing the forms. Cllr Richards will contact RPA to correct any omissions.  

It was also noted that the planning permission application for the information centre had not been completed and sent off.  Cllr Richards will complete the application.

Traffic and Pedestrians:  After the Parishioners meeting on 28 April there was a request for more dog bins, especially at the bottom of Mansion House Close.  A letter from Ashford Borough Council states that there is no more money for further dog bins.  

Cllr Friend is to look into a request for a sign indicating the car park.

Gordon Jones Field: Estimates have been obtained for the drop down posts: two for posts and fixing them and two for the purchase of the posts.  Somebody will need to be asked to erect them.

Rubbish is being added to the remains of the bonfire site – only small amounts at the moment, but it could soon get larger as it did on the Cheeselands play park several years ago.

It was agreed that the Clerk should contact Tenterden Tigers to ask them to ensure all litter was collected up after games.

The Clerk will look out the agreement with Tenterden Tigers, as there is increasing pressure on the Gordon Jones Field, and a general concern that they are limiting availability for village clubs. It was pointed out that the club also uses storage space in the pavilion.   

It was reported there was a hole where the goalposts were at Cheeseland's recreation ground which needs fixing. Also the white lines need re-doing. This area is managed by Ashford Borough Council and the Clerk was asked to contact them to request them to maintain the area.

Police Liaison: There was nothing to report.  However, the Chairman is to approach Sgt McNeil about the hours she is calling upon PCSO Peel to do out of the village.

Housing: Nothing to report.

KALC and Parish Forum: There was nothing to report.

Youth: A group of young people is to be organised to discuss what they would like to have in the way of play equipment when the play area is updated and enlarged.

Recycling: Concern was expressed regarding Ashford Borough Council’s recycling plans.  It was felt that it was going to be left to Biddenden Parish Council to do something positive and pleasant.  It was agreed the Chairman would make enquiries about arranging a meeting with Wye Cycle to learn more about their work.

Any Other: Diamond Jubilee Stone on the Village Green.  The Chairman is to speak to the village historian about whether it is appropriate to consider adding, in due course, a Diamond Jubilee inscription for Queen Elizabeth II on the other side from the Queen Victoria inscription or whether there should be a separate stone.
It was reported that a new galvanised chain had been sourced to replace the old one.  A check would also be done to see what was in the Lengthsman’s shed.

It was commented that the village green was looking very good.  The Chairman thanked Mr Charles McKinnon for his kind donation.

16.
Finance – approval of cheques
The attached payments schedule was duly approved and the cheques signed.  It was noted that the Post Office rental was due for review and the Parish Clerk was asked to clarify whether rental should be invoiced quarterly in advance or arrears.
17.
Planning – to note decisions and any plans tabled
The list of planning applications and decisions sent by Ashford Borough Council were noted.  The following decisions were recorded by Biddenden Parish Council:

a. Case No. 09/0433/AS – Barn at Summer Hill, Cranbrook Rd, Biddenden, Kent.  Conversion of barn to dwelling. No Objection


b. Case no: 09/00308/AS – 1-3 High Street, Biddenden, Ashford, Kent, TN27 8AL.  Removal of one partition and one door opening.  No Objection

c. Case no: 09/00030/AS – 2 Monks Hill Cottages, Monks Hill Cottages, Monks Hill, Smarden, Ashford, TN27 9QJ.  Erection of shed (retrospective) and 1.8 metre high fence **description changed**.  Objection.  Ask Borough Councillor to take to Committee.

It was also requested that Clerk report on the Council’s recommendation to ABC with regard to Newcastle Farm, as it was felt that the approval from ABC was inappropriate. It was suggested that more planning visits by Councillors were necessary.

18.
Correspondence

Correspondence items on the Correspondence sheet were discussed. 


Correspondence with Ms G Clark
The Chairman stated that he had no knowledge of the letter written by the former Clerk to the ICO on 27th January 2009 concerning Ms Clark, until he received a letter from Mr Skelton of the ICO.  The Chairman had sent a copy of Mr Skelton’s email to all Councillors and Mr Skelton had sent an email to Mr Smith stating that he did not consider Ms Clark to be vexatious.

There are papers that Mr Skelton requires to be sent to him, but he felt that it might be best if they were sent directly to Ms Clark.  The Chairman then addressed some of Ms Clark’s other points:  

With regard to what is discussed at meetings, the Council talk to an agenda.  There is a 15 minute slot where parishioners are able to raise matters of concern.  This timing is approximate and at no time has a guillotine ever been applied.  The Chairman asked councillors if they wished to see deeper discussions involving members of the Parish and if this was the case then a proposal should be made.  There were times when flexibility was required depending on the issue raised, but Parish Council meetings were times for councillors to make decisions.

On the issue of the allegation of defamation by the former Clerk, the Chairman had sought advice from the Council’s insurers and on this point their advice was that no reply should be made to the claimant if a formal claim is made.  The insurers should be informed and a claim form sought.

The Chairman reported that the outstanding information requested by Ms Clark is being collated and will be sent as soon as it has been reviewed for completeness.

The Council agreed unanimously that it should work openly and transparently, to ensure that there can be no accusation of hiding decisions or limiting appropriate discussion.

In order to assist with the clearance of outstanding issues, the Council agreed that if possible a meeting be arranged with Ms Clark and three Councillors, including the Chairman, and also the Parish Council Clerk as soon as possible.
It was agreed that a letter be written to Ms Clark offering her dates for a meeting with the Chairman, two Councillors and the Clerk.

Fees Notice: The Chairman reported that the notice was sent on the advice of Mr Skelton.  When it became clear that Ms Clark had obtained contrary advice, the Chairman rang Mr Skelton but he was out of the office.  He spoke to Ms Rachel Cragg, Mr Skelton’s superior, who said that Mr Skelton had given incorrect advice.  The Chairman has since received an apology from the ICO for having given incorrect advice.  The Chairman has sent an email to Ms Clark apologising.

It was agreed that copies should be kept of all correspondence, including attachments, sent to Ms Clark.

19.
Items for future consideration
Concern was expressed about the number of signs about a rug sale being held in Staplehurst that were put up all over the village.  Ashford Borough Council was supposed to have stopped it.

Concern was expressed over the filing of legal documents entered into by the Council. It was agreed that documents should be available for all councillors to review prior to approval for signing, and that a register of documents should be maintained.

It was pointed out that the PCSO agreement comes up for review in June.  This should be an agenda item for the meeting on 9th June.

The Chairman closed the meeting and asked all parishioners, members of the Press and media to leave so that staffing matters could be discussed.

The meeting concluded at 11.00 pm

21.
Date of next meeting: Parish Council Meeting – Tuesday 9th June at 7.30 pm

Alison Swannick, Parish Clerk 01580 890750

2009/35

