Final draft Biddenden Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held in the Old Village Hall on 
March 10th 2009
Present

Cllr J Rymer Jones – Chairman



Cllr C Daly

Cllr A Barfoot






Cllr C Friend

Cllr D Boulding





Cllr T Lupton

Cllr Mrs E Cansdale





Cllr H Richards

Cllr M Conway





Cllr H Ruse

Apologies for absence Cllr Mrs Ashcroft and Cllr N Bell, Ashford BC

8 parishioners were present

1 There were no alterations to members Register of Interests

2
The Parish PCSO, Christine Peel, summarised her work to date and also commented on village crime figures which were pleasingly low. She particularly mentioned the “Surgery’s” she is holding on appointed Saturdays in the Post Office and how much they are appreciated by villagers.
3       Items raised by parishioners present (Meeting closed)
Ms Clark asked whether the Council was liable for Capital Gains Tax

Ms Clark also queried whether KCC had produced any minutes of the “pavement meeting” on February 4th, also whether Cllr Friends notes had been 

passed to KCC. Cllr Friend confirmed that he had not circulated his minutes to the other parties in attendance, as requested at the February meeting, and agreed to now do so. 
A parishioner raised a planning issue that was adversely affecting them. The Chairman said he would take the matter up with Ashford BC. 

4
      Minutes of the meeting held on February 10th 2009

      After a vote these were approved and signed by the Chairman.
5
     Matters arising not on the agenda
The Chairman said the meeting with the Monitoring Officer is now arranged for April 21st in the Village Hall.
He also said any points concerning ABC’s Service Level Agreement proposals should be passed to the Clerk for forwarding to KALC.

6       Report by Cllr Bell, Ashford BC
In his absence the Clerk reported the Borough proportion of the 2009/10 Council Tax would rise 4.7% but that overall the Borough tax rise was the lowest in Kent.
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7       Enquiry into the minutes of the EGM held on 17.10.08
Cllr Barfoot said his investigation now understood the sequence of events that led up to the error. However he had been unable to replicate the error and concluded this was because either the documents submitted to the investigation were not the originals or he was using different software to the original recipients.
He considered the Council now had three choices,

· To abandon the investigation and file the papers. Cllr Barfoot warned that this course of action could lead to accusations that the Council was trying to cover up alleged wrong doing. He confirmed the enquiry had not discovered any wrong doing so far. 
· To make recommendations

· To continue the investigation. Cllr Barfoot warned that to make further progress a more robust process would need to be employed against individuals who may not have fully co-operated with the enquiry so far.
After some discussion Cllr Lupton proposed the matter be closed and the papers filed for reference should the problem recur. Council agreed to this. 
The Chairman agreed that an apology should be made to parishioners for the publication of inaccurate minutes on the Council’s website and in its files.
8      Doctors surgery
Cllr Lupton had discussed the lease “Heads of Terms” with the PC solicitor but the document cannot be finalised until the surgery proposals are firmed up.

Cllr Lupton felt the document should not be released until firm and with the approval of the full Council. All agreed.
A meeting with the doctors to discuss access arrangements to the proposed new surgery would be arranged for March 14th or 21st.  

9       Allotments
Cllr Richards said the Ashford BC recreation ground area (at the bottom of The Meadows) had been suggested as an alternative site but after discussion the Council agreed it was not appropriate as it would reduce open playing space. Council agreed that the earlier proposal should be progressed by Cllr Richards. 

10       High Street South side pavement
Cllr Friend said Mr Boorman (KCC Highways) was still developing his revised proposals. The Chairman said he had taken advice from the Legal Department, ABC. He then referred to a letter from the Audit Manager (Audit Commission) of 21.04.2006 to Cllr Richards in response to enquiries made by him. The Audit Manager listed the terms of the “developer’s contribution” for Old Mill Court, (as had been advised to him by the Clerk and Borough Councillor Bell) from which £25k was for the new Post Office and £12.5k specifically for “pavement improvements”. 
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The Chairman said it was his understanding that an additional £10k had been allocated for pavement improvements in the 2007/8 budget which had been carried forward to 2008/9. It was on this basis that he had spoken with KCC of £22.5k being available for pavement improvements. 
Further to this Cllr Richards stated that at the start of the meeting he had been handed the legal documents (together with a cover note from Thompson, Snell & Passmore dated 31.12.2007) relating to, 

· £5k received from Malcolm Jarvis Homes by the Council for the school footpath. (Agreement dated 17.11.2005 and attachments)

· £37.5k received from Malcolm Jarvis Homes by the Council (Agreement dated 17.11.2005 and attachments)

The meeting noted that these papers had been previously requested by Cllr Richards but this was the first time he had seen them. 

Cllr Barfoot queried the Council’s obligations under these arrangements.

Given that Councillors had not had the opportunity to read either the Audit Commission letter (now circulated to Councillors) or the agreements relating to the funds from Malcolm Jarvis Homes it was agreed the matter should be referred to the Finance Committee. They would report back to the next meeting on the contents of the agreements and budget commitments.
The meeting noted that the Council was holding £5.7k of funds received from KCC as a grant towards the pavement project. 
11        Reports of Group Chairmen
Car park and toilets  
Cllr Daly tabled his proposals for the fence and hedge around the car park which had been developed and costed with ex Councillor Whapham, Cllr Lupton and the Chairman.
The generous donation of beech hedging by Messrs Bloomsburys  and the fence by Messrs British Gates was particularly appreciated.

Council agreed to the proposals as set out. 
Millennium Field and Jubilee Meadow

Cllr Richards said the school was keen to establish another pond and a garden. This may cost in the order of £2.5k and Cllr Richards wondered whether, at the time, the Council may consider contributing £500 towards the scheme. 
The Council agreed to close the meeting to allow Mr Rickwood (Chairman of School Governors) to speak. Mr Rickwood said the proposals were at a very early stage and no action was currently necessary. The meeting was reopened. 

Cllr Richards tabled a plan for an open sided “information centre” to be located near the school footpath. Cllr Ruse thought the location inappropriate as it would encourage use of the footpath which was intended for school use only. Cllr Lupton said the chosen location must take account of the proposed Doctors surgery.

It was agreed that the “information centre” site be re examined. 
Cllr Richards said he was aware of an access problem for disabled people to the Millennium Field and had satisfied the parishioner concerned. 
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Traffic and Pedestrians (see also 10 above)

Cllr Friend summarised outstanding village works as listed by KCC Highways.
Gordon Jones Field 
Cllr Ms Cansdale reported she had purchased an “incident book” to log any defects in the children’s  play area. She also reported that KCC Landscape Services could repair/replace the damaged drop posts. She would obtain additional costings and report back to the Council.
Police Liaison
It was agreed the Sergeant Mc Neil at Tenterden be invited to report on the PCSO’s activities at the May Council meeting. 

Cllrs Mrs Cansdale and Conway attended the last Police liaison meeting. Council agreed the three main topics as far as Biddenden is concerned are Speeding, Vandalism and Youth behaviour.

There had recently been a “drug surgery” to alert pupils at Homewood to the obvious dangers of drug abuse. 
Website 
Cllr Boulding reported that he was in course of taking over from Mrs Bell. 
12       Finance (see attached)      
13       Planning (see attached) 
 
     Community Workshop
There were no comments from Councillors. The Ashford BC report on the                recent Community Workshop concerning possible new housing in the village       would go in the Parish Magazine and be displayed on the village notice board.

Parishioners comments are very important.  
14    Correspondence (see attached)

The Chairman said as far as item 2 is concerned (letter from Ms Clark of March 6th) he is taking advice before replying.

As regards item 3 (letter from Information Commissioner concerning a Ms Clark complaint) Cllr Lupton said this constant reference back to past issues was demotivating for Councillors trying to do their best for the village. 

The Chairman summarised his proposed reply to the Commissioner and all agreed it was appropriate. 

15    Appointment of new Clerk
The Chairman reported that there had been 17 applicants and four would be interviewed on March 17th. 

16
   Next meetings
Annual Parish Meeting - Agreed for April 28th.




Ordinary Council meeting – April 14th
   The meeting closed at 9.50pm

Graham Smith, Parish Clerk.
01622 890596
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