Biddenden Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held in the Old Village Hall on 
February 10th 2009
Present

Cllr J Rymer Jones – Chairman


Cllr M Conway
Cllr Mrs J Ashcroft




Cllr C Daly
Cllr A Barfoot





Cllr C Friend
Cllr D Boulding




Cllr H Richards

Cllr Mrs E Cansdale




Cllr H Ruse
4 parishioners were present

Apologies for absence from Cllr T Lupton and Cllr N Bell, Ashford BC

1 There were no alterations to members Register of Interests

2 There were no items raised by parishioners present

3 The minutes of the meeting held on January 13th were approved and signed by the Chairman.
4 Matters arising, for information, not on the agenda

The Chairman said he would try and arrange the meeting with the Ashford BC Monitoring Officer, Mr T Mortimer. 
Subsequently it has been arranged for March 24th and the Chairman has advised all Councillors.

Advice is still awaited from the Information Commissioner concerning the Council’s obligations. 
5 Investigation into the minutes of the Extraordinary meeting held on 17.10.08 concerning the District Auditors Public Interest Report
Cllr Ruse reminded the meeting that this was an unofficial investigation, as confirmed by the January meeting minutes just approved, and considered that the tone of a communication with a parishioner who had voluntarily served the Council well over a long period of time was inappropriate. He also reminded members of the requirement that Councillors must treat others with respect and suggested that those associated with this communication should consider a written apology. 
The Chairman advised Cllr Ruse that in his view the Council had authorised an internal investigation. 
Cllr Richards said he could not agree with this view of Cllr Barfoot’s investigation and was surprised at Cllr Ruse’s statement. Cllr Barfoot said, so far, he had invited those involved in the “minutes problem” to give their account of how the situation arose and as part of his investigation he had asked Mrs Bell for details of her computer software. He felt this was a reasonable request and was surprised at her refusal to comply. 
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The Chairman said that, in his view, the problem with the changes to the minutes appeared to be technical/electronic. The District Auditor had accepted that the changes “do not affect any decisions recorded” and the ABC Monitoring Officer had advised on the correction of the error. 






The Chairman felt it would have been helpful if Cllr Barfoot had discussed the matter with Mrs Bell, by phone, rather than just emails but Cllr Ashcroft said the benefit of emails was a “paper trail”. 

Cllr Boulding had given some “technical advice” on track changes which was the nub of the minutes  problem. 

Cllr Conway asked the Chairman whether he personally felt Cllr Barfoot’s investigation was appropriate. The Chairman said it was but felt his approach could be less confrontational.

Cllr Barfoot said he hoped to present his report at the March meeting. 
6
Service Level Agreements    

The Chairman explained that the ABC protocol for dealing with Parish Councils is being progressed via KALC. When agreement is reached it will be put to Parish Councils for approval.

7 Proposed doctors surgery
Cllr Lupton’s “Heads of (Lease) Agreements” paper had been put to our Solicitor and Cllr Lupton would be replying to the points raised. 
A meeting was being arranged, by Cllr Lupton, with the Doctors to clarify any access problems to the new surgery site. 

8
High Street south side pavement
Cllr Friend had circulated his notes of the meeting held with KCC on February 4th.

(Formal minutes would be prepared by KCC Cllr Hill’s assistant)

The next steps were for Mr Boorman (KCC Highways) to revise his proposals and clear them with the conservation officers. They would then be put to English Heritage in view of the “listing” of the pavement.

It was interesting to note the very approximate cost for the work was likely to be in the order of £40k. 
The Chairman emphasised that at this stage the Council had not committed any funds for the proposed works.

Cllr Barfoot asked that Cllr Friends meeting notes be circulated to those attending the meeting with a view to obtaining their agreement  

9
PCSO    

Cllr Daly said PCSO Peel’s activity was much appreciated by the villagers and she was “building a profile” of the village that was being reported to her Sergeant at Tenterden. Various petty incidents were being followed up. Cllr Barfoot considered a “list of the PCSO’s achievements” should be prepared so that the
Council could, in due course, measure the value for money afforded by funding our own PCSO.  
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Cllr Richards was concerned by the PCSO’s pressure on the double yellow line parking by Turners Stores. 
10 Reports from Group Chairmen
Car park and toilets

Cllr Daly said he was awaiting some further quotes for replacing the car park hedge and erecting the new fence before a final decision could be made. He would make his recommendation at the March meeting.

Retention of the gap in the hedge line was strongly supported by the Ashford Disabled Group. 

Millennium Field and Jubilee Meadow
The minutes of the meeting held on January 29th had been circulated to all Councillors.

Cllr Conway reported that Stewardship income for the MF & JM had been £2313 in 2008.

Traffic and Pedestrians (See also 8 above)
Cllr Ashcroft would follow up pot holes in Cot Lane, Pook Lane, The Meadows and other locations brought to her attention.

The Clerk was asked to contact ABC for a salt bin for the car park.

Gordon Jones Field
Cllrs Boulding and Mrs Cansdale would bring forward their ideas for improving the playground as soon as the weather allowed close inspection.

Cllr Cansdale agreed to purchase a new inspection book for the playground in which she and Cllr Boulding would note any faults, action needed and action taken.

It was agreed two of the access drop posts needed replacing.

KALC
The Chairman reported on some relaxation of planning rules applying to household extensions but nevertheless householders should check before carrying out work.
It was noted that because of overall Government policy no alterations to local speed limits would be considered before 2011. 

Youth
Cllr Boulding was taking over from Cllr Daly and would report in due course.
Grants
Cllr Conway said £203k was available from Ashford BC for approved Community Projects this year. The Head of Cultural Services had explained how to apply for funding.

Website
Cllr Boulding had now taken this over from Mrs Bell and would be bringing it up to date.
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11
2009 Sports Week
It was noted that Tom Swain would be organising this again for the last week in July and first week in August. The Council agreed it would consider some funding when details were known, hopefully by the March meeting.
12
KCC Volunteer Excellence Awards 

The Clerk explained these were normally solicited in May for autumn presentation.

13
John Mayne Charity Trustees 

The Council agreed Paul Majendie and Claire Ford should be PC nominated trustees

14 Finance (See attached)

15 Planning (See attached)

The Chairman referred to the recent ABC “Cluster meeting” where neighbouring parishes sought to identify suitable locations for a development of elderly persons accommodation. It was early days but the proposals would be pursued.

16 Correspondence (See attached)

Cllr Richards asked that in future a list of letters sent also be included.

Cllr Barfoot felt that answers to Ms Clarks correspondence did not really meet her demands and if possible answers should be more specific.

17 New Clerk
It was noted that, so far, 10 applications had been received. It was agreed that the Chairman, Cllr Conway, Cllr Mrs Cansdale and Cllr Lupton would shortlist, interview and appoint.
18 Allotments
Council agreed this should be discussed with press and public excluded.

Cllr Richards explained a site he had been offered either for renting or purchase. 

After detailed discussion it was agreed that initially the rental option should be explored and Cllr Richards would report again at the March meeting after checking any access constraints to the site.

The meeting closed at 10.10 pm 

Graham Smith, Parish Clerk
01622 890596  
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