Biddenden Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held in the Old Village Hall on 
October 14th 2008
Present

Cllr Mrs J Ashcroft




Cllr C Daly

Cllr A Barfoot





Cllr C Friend

Cllr D Boulding




Cllr H Richards

Cllr Mrs E Cansdale – Vice Chairman

Cllr J Rymer Jones – Chairman

Cllr M Conway




12 parishioners were also present

Apologies for absence, Cllrs Lupton and Ruse also Cllr N Bell, Ashford BC

Before the official start of the meeting the Chairman invited two “youth representatives” of the village (Laura Hall and Jessica Summers) to offer some suggestions as to what they would like to see developed for the young (and older!) parishioners. Ideas included,
· A Youth Forum – Cllr Daly agreed to progress

· A Biddenden Club, open to all ages

· Senior v Youth activities eg a quiz night

The Chairman offered the Parish Council’s support for any activities that were developed and thought the Youth Forum was an appropriate vehicle to take plans forward. All Councillors thanked Laura and Jessica for their presentation.

1 There were no alterations to members Register of Interests
2
      Items raised by parishioners present

Mr Claydon, in noting the recent Parish Poll result supporting the provision of a doctors’ surgery on a part of the Jubilee Meadow, hoped that all councillors would now support the project.  
Mr Wayre hoped the development of the surgery scheme would be “transparent” so that all villagers would understand the steps followed by the Council.
Mr Phillips queried the “No campaign” assertion that all that was proposed was a “single room surgery”. The Chairman explained that there would be one consulting room but also other facilities such as a pharmacy, a nurses room, 
a waiting room and an office.

Mr Harris, on behalf of the potential allotment holders, sought confirmation that the Tapley Field was no longer on offer as a possible site. The Chairman confirmed this was the current view of the Field trustees. (See 6 below)
3
The minutes of the meeting held on September 16th were approved and signed by the Chairman with an amendment suggested by Cllr Conway. (The file and website copies include this amendment.)  Cllr Richards asked that copies of the Doctors Surgery Group minutes be distributed to all Councillors. The Chairman commented that the Group’s deliberations had always been reported to the Council by its Chairman, Cllr Friend.
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4          Biddenden Spectacular
The Chairman congratulated Mr Churton on organising a very successful event in brilliant late summer weather. All councillors agreed a Vote of Thanks to Mr Churton.

The Chairman closed the meeting and Mr Churton said there would be a meeting in the village hall on November 12th to consider the possibility of future “Spectaculars”. All would be welcome to attend. Whilst successful Mr Churton said it was essential to attract greater numbers of visitors to ensure financial success. The Chairman then reopened the Council meeting.

5
      Proposed doctors’ surgery
The Chairman referred to the result of the Parish Poll which showed 347 votes for a surgery on part of the Jubilee Meadow with 172 against. A 25.6 turnout. He proposed that the Council accept the result as an endorsement of the scheme. Council voted 7 for, 1 against with one abstention. (Cllrs Mrs Cansdale and Conway declared non prejudicial interests)

The Council also agreed that the Clerk should contact the Council’s solicitor to draw up outline terms of a lease for the surgery site embodying suggestions from Cllr Lupton.

Cllr Richards, whilst accepting the Poll result, felt it only represented a small proportion of the village and he reiterated his view that building on the Jubilee Meadow was contrary to pledges made when the field was acquired.

He and Cllr Conway thought it important to note that some (or all) of the Stewardship Grants received for maintaining the Meadow in its original state may have to be repaid if the building takes place. The Clerk would establish the facts.

Cllr Barfoot thought it important that all the alternative sites considered be minuted and, if known, the reasons for their rejection. Cllr Richards strongly agreed with this as he felt the minutes should provide a trail of decisions taken.

The District Valuers advice on rental terms was noted and it was agreed that the Council’s accountant be asked to advise on the alternatives suggested.

The Chairman closed the meeting for Mr Wayre to make a statement concerning the need for a Project Manager for such a development. The meeting was then reopened.

The Clerk was asked to advise Drs Thorpe and Winch as soon as invoices were received from the District Valuer, Ashford BC (for the Poll costs) and any legal fees from our Solicitor.

Council agreed that from now on all matters concerning the surgery should be discussed by the full council and the Surgery Group stood down.
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6 Allotments 
Cllr Richards reported on his discussions with Mr Harris and said 22 firm applications for plots have been received. With Reference to the Tapley Field situation Cllr Richards said he would talk to the Trustees again to see if there was a scenario in which they could agree to its use for allotments. Purchasing the Field may be a possibility. Council agreed, 6 for with 3 abstentions, that if the Tapley Field proved impossible then an area of about one acre in the Jubilee Meadow may be considered as the Council was obliged to provide for allotments if it had suitable land available. 

7
      Reports from Group Chairmen    
Car park and toilets

Cllr Daly said the revised price for the CCTV installation with a recording facility was now £3900 compared with the original estimate of £3100. Cllr Boulding thought there may be a cheaper option and would report back. In the meantime Cllr Daly would advise the contractors to put the work on hold.
Cllr Conway had sought professional advice on the state of the car park hedge and it seemed the only option to achieve a quality hedge was to grub out the existing and replant. Cllr Daly agreed to obtain some indicative costs.
Millennium Field and Jubilee Meadow
Cllr Richards reported some wood chippings had been laid on the MF paths.

He also reported that the reptiles to be relocated to the JM from the site of Sissinghurst new primary school may now go to an alternative site in Biddenden.

There is a proposal to create a new pond and dipping platform in the JM, primarily for the use of schoolchildren, and it seems likely Natural England may fund this. Council agreed Cllr Richards could progress this.

Traffic and Pedestrians
A £5700 grant had been secured from KCC towards the cost of refurbishing the south side pavement. Cllr Friend said he was pressing KCC Highways to establish the current position of the scheme. Cllr Bell (ABC) had been asked to pursue parking problems by The Weavers.

Gordon Jones Field
The Clerk was asked to contact Sue Boon to cut the tall hedge behind the “older childrens” playground. KCC Landscape Services would be reminded about cutting the hedge behind the “younger childrens” playground.

Police Liaison 
Cllr Conway had attended the last meeting. Between June 1st and August 31st there had been 24 reported crimes in Biddenden.

The national speed limit review is ongoing and was likely to lead to more 60/50/40/20 mph limits.

KALC
The recent meeting had noted the shortage of Planning Enforcement and Standards Committee resources at Ashford BC.

The Chairman reported that Clive Powell, Advisory Officer, at KALC was moving on. In view of his great help to the Council over many years Council agreed to show their appreciation by a £30 book token.
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It was agreed the Clerk would attend the KALC AGM at Ditton on 

November 8th. 

Recycling
It was felt there was a need to advertise more fully to the Parish that funds were available to clubs, societies and organisations for worthwhile projects.

Youth 

Cllr Daly repeated his budget requests for 2009. He also highlighted the success of the football clubs and the squash and tennis clubs.
8       Finance (see attached)
Cllr Richards said erection of the new car park fence could take place as soon as the hedge situation was resolved. (See 7 above)

The 6 monthly income/expenditure results compared with budget were noted and the Clerk clarified several points.

9       Planning (see attached)

The Chairman reported that the next ABC Planning “Workshop” would be on

February 12th 2009. 
The Clerk was asked to write concerning the “overlarge” sign outside the Chinese Takeaway in the High Street. This has caused a great deal of unfavourable comment and complaint.

10       Correspondence (see attached) 
Cllr Richards said he thought any detailed discussions concerning “Correspondence” items should be fully minuted. He thought this particularly about his doctors surgery emails of September 9th to which he felt he had not received satisfactory replies. The Chairman said he would reply to the best of his knowledge and Questions and the Chairmans response are attached to these minutes.

11       Next meetings 

Extraordinary Meeting October 17th concerning Audit Commission report

November 11th – next ordinary meeting.

Graham Smith, Parish Clerk.
01622 890596  
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