Biddenden Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held in the Old Village Hall on 
November 11th 2008
Present

Cllr Mrs J Ashcroft




Cllr C Friend

Cllr A Barfoot





Cllr T Lupton

Cllr D Boulding




Cllr H Richards

Cllr Mrs E Cansdale – Vice Chairman

Cllr H Ruse

Cllr M Conway




Cllr J Rymer Jones - Chairman

Cllr C Daly





Cllr N Bell – Ashford BC
Also present were seven parishioners. There were no apologies for absence.
The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming PCSO Christine Peel and Sgt Rachel Mc Neil. Sgt Mc Neil is based at Tenterden and amongst other duties is responsible for five PCSO’s. This was the first day of duty for PCSO Peel in Biddeden as the Parish PCSO. She had previous experience in Ashford before becoming the PCSO dedicated to Biddenden as a result of the Parish Council agreeing to fund its own PCSO.

Sgt Mc Neil explained the main role of the PCSO was to be the “ears and eyes” of the Police at village level and to combat low level crime. Serious matters would, as now, be dealt with by warranted Police Officers.

Councillors welcomed PCSO Peel and Cllr Daly said he would arrange a Saturday coffee morning to introduce her to a wider village audience. (Date will be on the village notice board)
Cllr Lupton asked that Sgt Mc Neil keep the Council informed of progress so that it could measure the benefits of paying for our own PCSO.

It was noted that Cllrs Conway, Mrs Cansdale and Daly were the “link” councillors on Police 
matters.

1        There were no alterations to Councillors Register of Interests

2
 Items raised by parishioners present Items in bold italics are amendments agreed at   the December meeting.
Ms Clark referred to Cllr Conway’s comment at the last meeting as to her being castigated for her persistent Post Office scrutiny and questioned whether this castigation was by the Council. Cllr Conway considered that the castigation had come from some ex members of the Council and that some had come “indirectly” from present members.
As regards the EGM on October 17th Ms Clark asked why the public had not been allowed to speak. The Chairman said the sole purpose of the meeting was for the Council to agree its response to the Audit Commission investigation. The meeting was held in public as required by the District Auditor.
Mr Linnett read a long letter outlining his concerns about the Council’s competence and procedures. It included the Councils failure to accept available advice, the resignation of the previous Chairman and criticism of Cllr Bell.  He also referred to failings he felt Cllr Mrs Cansdale had shown when she was Vice Chairman and a member of the PO Liaison Committee. Mrs Cansdale responded that she had been investigated twice by the Standards Board who had found no fault. She considered Mr Linnett’s comments were unworthy. (A copy of Mr Linnetts letter is held on file)
3       Minutes of the Meeting held on October 14th and 
the Extraordinary Meeting held on October 17th 
These were approved and signed by the Chairman.


2008/40
4       Ashford Borough Council report
Cllr Bell said that Ashford BC was financially “tight” and some voluntary and possibly, some compulsory redundancies were likely.

As regards the gypsy encampment in Hareplain Road he regretted that, on appeal, the development had been allowed. It was possible that Ashford BC may take further action to see if the decision can be challenged.
5
      Proposed Doctors surgery 

It was noted that the Council’s solicitor is preparing outline “heads of agreement” for a lease of the land to the Doctors. This would be considered by the Council when available. Cllr Barfoot asked that any solicitors costs to date be advised to the Council. 
The Valuation Agency’s account for the site valuation has been received and will be paid by the Parish Council prior to reclaiming, as agreed, from the Doctors.

The Doctors are preparing a detailed planning application that will, when ready, be submitted to Ashford BC and the Parish Council.

Cllrs Richards and Conway felt the project was being rushed and that insufficient information had been available for the decisions already taken.

The Clerk agreed to pass an October 2002 letter from Mr Weston  to the solicitor in case it had any bearing on the proposed lease.

Cllrs Richards, Conway and Mrs Ashcroft felt the project was beyond the Council’s capability to manage and that a “project manager/agent” should be appointed to oversee the whole operation. Cllr Lupton thought this may become necessary as it was a complicated matter involving large costs and the PC must keep its house in order. Cllr Richards asked the two newly elected councillors whether they had been provided with information on the Jubilee Meadow surgery site prior to the vote. Cllrs Boulding and Ruse stated they had not received any information at the time.    Councillor Richards raised the issue of a letter written by the Clerk to Mr Weston in 2002 which had been asked for in April 2008 and was not available until after October 17th 2008. He felt this could have had a bearing on the voting issue. This had not been in the public domain at the time the decision was made despite requests to the Clerk.

6
      Biddenden Spectacular 

Cllrs Mrs Cansdale and Daly agreed to attend the meeting on November 12th.

      7            Allotments 

Cllr Richards reported that he is investigating a prospective site and hoped to explain fully at the next meeting.

8
       Reports from Group chairmen
Car park and toilets

Cllr Daly had obtained an indicative quote for grubbing out and replacing the car park hedge and agreed to prepare a specification and obtain three quotes on this basis. The specification should include drainage protection from the car park to the pavement.

Cllr Boulding had obtained some comparative quotations for the proposed car park CCTV.







2008/41
Following discussion Cllr Conway proposed that the CCTV scheme be abandoned in view of the added PCSO security. As the original CCTV contractor was willing to accept the cancellation of the scheme (at no cost) the Council voted to cancel it. The Clerk would write to the contractor to thank them for their understanding.

Millennium Field and Jubilee Meadow 

Cllr Richards reported that the BEST bonfire had been a great success but no figures were available yet. The Council asked that its appreciation of BEST be recorded and a Vote of Thanks was unanimously agreed. Cllr Richards said the bonfire residue would be tidied up as soon as possible.




Traffic and Pedestrians

The KCC Highways proposed improvements to the High Street south side pavement had just been received and Cllr Friend agreed to email a copy to Councillors for consideration at the December meeting. (Copy passed to Cllr Mrs Cansdale) 
Attention was drawn to the very large sign outside Woodlands caravan site and the Clerk was asked to bring this to the attention of Ashford BC, he was also asked to establish the ownership of the “Golden Chicken” pavement post. (Owned by the Golden Chicken) 

Gordon Jones Field 
It was noted the tall hedge between the play area and tennis courts had been cut.

Cllrs Mrs Cansdale and Richards agreed to liaise to obtain quotes for drainage of the football field used by the Biddenden team.

Local housing 
The Chairman said money was available for local housing development on “exception sites”. Any ideas for locations would be welcome.

Youth 
Cllrs Boulding and Daly agreed to try to form a “Youth Council” to establish what facilities young people would wish to see in the village.

Recycling    
Council agreed to fund £200 towards a pensioners party in early 2009.
The Chairman is progressing proposals.

Flood Warden   

Cllr Barfoot said he was talking to Ashford BC about possible funding for any proposals. The Chairman said his first priority was a risk assessment of vulnerable sites.
9 Finance (see attached)
The 2009/10 budget proposals, already circulated to Councillors, were discussed and agreed. The precept would remain at £44,000. Some Councillors felt the precept should be reduced.
      10
       Planning (see attached)

Cllr Daly agreed to speak to Bloomsburys about their licence application to clarify what is intended. (Drinks with food and wine in shop)
The Clerk was asked to contact ABC about “The Willows” complaint concerning excessive lighting.

11
      Correspondence (see attached)
12
      Next meeting

      December 9th 2008

Graham Smith, Parish Clerk 01622 890596
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