Biddenden Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held in the Old Village Hall on 

December 9th 2008

Present
Cllr Mrs J Ashcroft




Cllr C Friend

Cllr A Barfoot





Cllr T Lupton

Cllr D Boulding




Cllr H Richards

Cllr Mrs E Cansdale – Vice Chairman

Cllr H Ruse

Cllr M Conway




Cllr J Rymer-Jones - Chairman

Cllr C Daly





9 parishioners also present

Apology for absence from Cllr N Bell, Ashford BC

Cllr Mrs Cansdale advised that she wished to stand down from Vice Chairman forthwith.

1 There were no alterations to members Register of Interests

2
      Items raised by parishioners
Ms Clark and Mr Linnett referred to the District Auditors Public Interest    Report and communications with the Council and Chairman. 
3       Draft minutes of the meeting held on November 11th 2008
Cllr Conway suggested five amendments. Four were agreed by the Council and are incorporated in the approved November minutes. Cllr Richards proposed two amendments and these too were agreed by the Council and are incorporated. Cllr Mrs Cansdale asked that it be clarified that she was only reported to the Standards Board once – not twice. The amendments are shown in bold italic in the approved November minutes. 
4
      Matters arising from November 11th meeting
Cllr Conway drew attention to what he considered to be a serious error in the minutes of the EGM held on October 17th. It appeared two versions were available. The Chairman agreed this was serious and should be investigated.

Cllr Daly was perturbed by the allegation in Mr Linnetts letter of November 24th that he had misinformed the Council on an item of expenditure and had put the matter in the hands of his solicitor.

      5          Ashford Borough Council report    
Cllr Bell’s report is attached.

6       Audit Commission bill for £14,315  
As a consequence of objections to the Council’s accounts for 2005/6 and 2006/7 by some parishioners, concerning the Post Office project, the District Auditor had asked for payment. The Council agreed to pay. 
7       Audit Commission initial enquiries into Doctors surgery project. 

Cllr Richards was concerned that not all the relevant documents were passed to the District Auditor with the letter of November 28th. Cllr Lupton said the Council must now seek NALC advice as suggested by the District Auditor.
Cllr Richards requested copies of letters sent to our Solicitor seeking advice. 
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8       Proposed doctors surgery
The Chairman proposed Cllr Lupton (as Chairman) and Cllrs Mrs Ashcroft, Friend and Ruse to consider the outline “Heads of Terms”, prepared by the Councils solicitor, for the lease of the Jubilee Meadow doctors surgery site.
All agreed and Cllr Lupton said he hoped to report by the January meeting. 

The Doctors were progressing their planning application.

9       Allotments 
Cllr Richards had nothing to report. He hoped to report by January.
      10        High Street south side pavement

The Council voted in favour of the KCC proposals (6 for, 2 against, 3 abstain) Cllr Friend would advise KCC accordingly.
      11        Council website
It was noted that Mrs Bell will relinquish managing the site at the end of January and Cllr Boulding agreed to take over the task. The Clerk was asked to write a letter of thanks to Mrs Bell.
12 Reports from Group Chairmen
Car park and toilets

Cllr Daly said he would have the new hedge estimates by January.

Gordon Jones Field 
Cllr Mrs Cansdale hoped to present a scheme for revamping the play area to the January meeting. Cllr Richards had agreed to follow up the mole drainage proposals.
Police
It was agreed our PCSO, Mrs Peel, would be welcome to attend PC meetings if she was available.
Youth matters
Cllr Daly was examining the creation of a “Youth Forum”

Recycling
It was agreed up to £250 would be available to the Bowls Club for requested equipment.

Flood Warden
Cllr Barfoot said the Biddenden area risk of flooding was available on the Environment Agency website.

13 Finance (See attached)

14 Planning (See attached)

15 Correspondence (See attached) Items were noted but there was no discussion.
16 Next meeting – January 13th 2009

                  Graham Smith, Parish Clerk 01622 890596
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