Biddenden Parish Council
Minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 
November 4th 2008
Present

Cllr A Barfoot






Cllr J Rymer Jones

Cllr Mrs E Cansdale





G Smith – Parish Clerk

Cllr T Lupton – Chairman
The Chairman said the main purpose of the meeting was to consider the 2009/10 budget.

1 The minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on June 24th were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

2 A detailed discussion took place on the outline 2009/10 budget proposals previously prepared by Cllr Lupton, assisted by the Clerk.

3 Cllr Barfoot was unhappy at the proposal that the 2009/10 budget should maintain the precept at the current level of £44,000. He felt that in the present (national) financial situation the precept should be reduced.
4 Cllr Barfoot also considered that the Council should not give grants and donations to various bodies (eg Kent Wildlife Trust, Kenward Trust) as this should be a personal parishioners choice not the Council’s.

5 Cllr Barfoot also felt the proposed charge for the allotment holders (assuming the scheme came to fruition) was much too low.

6 Cllr Barfoot suggested that the Council should consider spreading its bank balance over more than one bank. The Clerk would look into this.

7 At the end of the discussion the Committee agreed to present the budget to the full Council on November 11th for approval or amendment.

Graham Smith, Parish Clerk  
