 These minutes show amendments agreed at the meeting on December 11th 2007

Biddenden Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held on November 13th 2007
in the Old Village Hall.

Present

Cllr Mrs J Ashcroft




Cllr C Friend

Cllr Mrs E Cansdale




Cllr T Lupton

Cllr Mo Charlton




Cllr H Richards

Cllr M Conway




Cllr J Rymer Jones - Chairman

Cllr C Daly





Cllr P Whapham – Vice Chairman
Apology for absence from Cllr A Barfoot

Also present 10 parishioners and Cllr N Bell, Ashford Borough Council

1 The Chairman made an opening statement as to how he wished meetings to be conducted in the future and also drew particular attention to the fact that whilst parishioners could contact any councillor for advice, for speedier results it would be better if they contacted the councillor who had responsibility for the specific matter. If in doubt the Clerk could give advice.(Also see details on village notice board)
2 There were no alterations to members Register of Interests

3 Items raised by parishioners present 
Mr Linnett was concerned that an altercation with a fellow parishioner he had had at an earlier meeting had not been recorded. The Chairman said he did not think it was within the confines of the meeting but accepted a proposal from Cllr Richards to record, 
“that  personal conduct (by both councillors and parishioners) be maintained to the highest standard both during and after the meeting”

Ms Clark queried the provision of the disabled ramp to the Post Office. It was explained that the proposal (under consideration by Ashford BC) was for a gentle slope from the car park through the passageway by Claris’s to the Post Office door. This would result in a step to the Bethersden marble south side pavement but to allow continued level access there would be a path from the car park, through the hedge, to join the pavement a few yards to the east. This path is already marked in the car park. There would be no tarmac applied to the existing marble pavement. Following amendment agreed at PC meeting on 11.12.07. Ms Clark did not query the disabled ramp but the pathway through the hedge. Cllr Whapham gave an assurance that no such pathway would be established at present although he stated it was in future plans. Cllr Conway queried who had decided on this as it had not been discussed or approved as far as he was aware.
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4 Minutes of the meeting held on October 9th 2007
These were approved and signed by the Chairman with an amendment to Para 5 

“Car park and toilets (CCTV)”- delete “install” and insert “examine the installation of”.

      5
Ashford Borough Council report – Cllr N Bell


Cllr Bell reported,

· The proposed PO ramp is to be considered by ABC Planning Committee. 

Two objections have been lodged.

· Drop kerbs to ease parking in the Weavers are likely to be offered at a “bulk price” to avoid a costly burden on individuals.
· A Planning Application for improvements to the south side pavement should be put in quickly to secure KCC budget provision – otherwise the allocation may be diverted elsewhere.

6 Reports from Group chairmen
Car park and toilets  
Cllr Whapham said an electricity supply timer was necessary to ensure that the PO and toilets were not charged for the Christmas lights supply. It was agreed that Cllr Whapham could arrange up to a price of £200.

Millennium Field and Jubilee Meadow
Cllr Richards reported that the Bonfire had been a great success with about £5000 to be distributed to village charities. The Chairman said a vote of thanks and congratulations were appropriate both to BEST for their organisation and to the Bowls Club for their assistance. All councillors agreed.

Cllr Richards said the latest Stewardship claims had been put in and Educational Access money was expected soon.
The possibility of an oak framed building as a replacement for the “duck shed” was being examined. Cllr Richards said he would organise a new padlock for the school path but it was the responsibility of the school to lock/unlock.

Traffic and Pedestrians

Cllr Friend said work was in hand preparing details for improvements to the south side pavement. He thought £60k in total was available for the scheme.
Cllr Conway queried whether the village really wanted to “improve” the south side with a smooth strip in view of its heritage attraction although he accepted the current situation is not ideal, particularly for those with impaired walking.

(At the April 2007 meeting councillors supported the “smooth strip” option) 

A survey was being undertaken at Castletons Oak crossroads to consider changing the priority route to Biddenden-Benenden.
Peter Whitestone had met the new KCC footpaths officer. More kissing gates instead of stiles were being implemented.

The Clerk was asked to contact Jarvis Homes about the outstanding surfacing of Old Mill Court. (Will be done when the “Barn” bungalow is completed)
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Gordon Jones Field

Cllr Charlton said he had weeded the children’s play area and would be mending the “Sputnik”. He queried what the position was with the MF car park height barrier. (In hand but awaiting steel supply)  He also drew attention to repairs needed to a manhole cover. (Jarvis Homes will do this at the same time as repairing the MF car park entrance by the Squash Club)
A proposal by Cllr Charlton to spend £170 on cutting the hedges alongside the junior children’s play area was agreed by all.




Police

It was noted he PCSO is not expected before January.

The Chairman said he had been assured by Kent Police that our PCSO would not be “abstracted” to work in other locations – except in serious emergencies.

It was agreed that Cllrs Mrs Cansdale, Conway and Daly would draw up a list of proposed duties for the PCSO and liaise with Inspector Judd of Kent Police. 
KAPC 

Cllr Conway said the next meeting is on November 28th and he will attend.

Youth

Cllr Daly and Cllr Whapham said they were prepared to arrange some youth activities in 2008 and would like a budget allocation of about £3000.

The Chairman said “Recycling” money could be made available and Cllr Mrs Cansdale said there was still money available from previous Youth Clubs. Councillors hoped that this new initiative would be successful as previous youth initiatives had failed through lack of youth support.
The Chairman suggests that in future lead Councillors prepare a brief written report for the Clerk to send out with the agenda for the next meeting. This will save long verbal reports. This arrangement  was agreed at the meeting on June 12th 2007 
6.1 Car park hedge

Most Councillors felt that the very hard pruning of the hedge was not what they expected when agreeing to the “tidying” work. Cllr Whapham said it had been agreed at the October meeting that there should be “tidying.” It was agreed that, in any similar situation in the future, the lead councillor should seek advice from colleagues.
Cllr Richards assured the meeting that contrary to the Chairman’s and Cllr Daly’s accusations he had not advised the contractor to revise his price for work carried out to the hedge. However he confirmed that he had spoken directly to the contractor to ascertain who had authorised the hedge to be cut down to within a foot of ground level. Cllr Richards then apologised to Cllr Daly for getting involved in the responsibilities of another Councillor without reference. Cllr Daly accepted his apology. Amendment above agreed at PC meeting 11.12.07
6.2 Stewardship agreement

Cllr Richards had obtained a new copy of the agreement.
      6.3 Request from Mr T Churton to purchase part of the Jubilee Meadow.

This was not agreed.
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6.4  Council website

 It was agreed that at present the website should continue as now but that Cllrs                    Conway and Lupton should meet with Mr Mannering of “Bits and PC’s” to see if   there was merit in combining the council and general village sites. Councillors expressed their appreciation of the work done by Mrs Bell in maintaining the council website over the last few years.




7 Finance After some discussion of the proposed budget for 2008/9, prepared by Cllr Lupton and the Clerk, it was unanimously agreed. Cllr Lupton felt that some flexibility would be possible as the budget year progressed.
8 The Payments (see attached) were agreed.




9 Planning (see attached)
The Chairman explained the current position with the Community Workshop to be run by Ashford BC to consider possible development in the village. 

19 participants had volunteered giving a good cross section of villagers.

Cllrs Lupton and Richards asked for copies of the relevant papers.

Possible new surgery

(Cllr Mrs Cansdale declared an interest)
Borough Cllr Bell’s paper was considered and all councillors agreed it was desirable to have a new surgery in the village but, as previously, there was no unanimous agreement as to the best location. 

The possibility of building at the end of the MF car park was ruled out because of the location of the storm water drainage pipe from Old Mill Court.
After some discussion Cllr Whapham proposed that it should be established whether there were any restrictive covenants in place over the Gordon Jones Field which would prevent it being used as a potential site for a doctors surgery. This was agreed (6 for, 2 against, 2 abstaining). The Clerk was requested to check on this. Amendment above agreed at PC meeting 11.12.07
10 Correspondence (see attached)

Cllr Richards asked if all correspondence received by the Council had been circulated to all Councillors as it had taken since August for Mr Churton’s letter to be circulated. The Chair and the Clerk confirmed that it had. Cllr Richards was asked if he knew of any other correspondence. He replied “no” and the Clerk and the Chairman confirmed that all correspondence sent to the Council had been seen.
Amendment above agreed at PC meeting 11.12.07

11   Items for future consideration 
 Accumulation of rubbish on footpath at end of Mansion House Close

 Possible extension of bus 523 to the Three Chimneys

 Proposal to repair entrance to car park (ie between main road and resurfaced car park) 

12  Next meeting – December 11th 2007
Graham Smith, Parish Clerk
01622 890596
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