These minutes include amendments agreed on January 8th 2008 

Biddenden Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held in the Old Village Hall on 

December 11th 2007

Present

Cllr Mrs J Ashcroft




Cllr C Friend

Cllr A Barfoot





Cllr T Lupton

Cllr Mrs E Cansdale




Cllr H Richards

Cllr Mo Charlton




Cllr J Rymer-Jones -  Chairman
Cllr M Conway





Cllr P Whapham – Vice Chairman

Cllr C Daly

Also present – Cllr N Bell, Ashford BC and 14 parishioners

The presentation by Sgt Rachel Lovell, Kent Police, was postponed due to sickness.
1 There were no apologies as all councillors were present.
2 There were no alterations to members Register of Interests.
3 Items raised by parishioners present
A number of residents from Hareplain Road voiced their concern about the arrival (on December 9th) of two gypsy caravans on land near Bettmans Oast.

Cllr Bell, at the invitation of the Chairman, explained that the Borough was instructing counsel as to what powers were available to seek their removal, bearing in mind the occupants had purchased the field and had now applied for planning permission (Ref. 07/2242/AS) to be there.

It was agreed the Parish Council would write to the Borough supporting the residents wish to have the settlement removed.

Cllr Bell warned that the whole process could take many months to resolve.

Ms Clark sought assurance that the subject matter of parishioner’s questions would be recorded. The Chairman said the subject and relevant details would be recorded.

Mrs Ashton was pleased to report that, despite some objections, the disabled ramp to the Post Office had been approved by Ashford BC.

4
     Minutes of the meeting held on November 13th 2007

Councillors Conway, Lupton and Richards sought amendments, which were                                 agreed, and are listed on an attachment to these minutes.
Cllrs Mrs Ashcroft and Richards also expressed concern that not all correspondence items were listed on the monthly sheet. It was agreed that in future the Correspondence List would include all correspondence received by the Clerk and Chairman , including emails from parishioners, but emails from and between councillors would only be included on request of the originator. Cllr Whapham wished it to be known he does not receive emails and the

use of his wife’s email address must cease as any messages received are deleted before reading.






5          Reports from Group chairmen


      Car park and toilets           
Cllr Daly reported some vandalism to the roof tiles (since repaired by the builder) and internal damage, including blocking of the toilets with toilet rolls. It had been necessary to call “Drain King” to arrange unblocking. 
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There had also been an incident of a person locked in the disabled toilet with the need to call the fire brigade to permit release. The damaged door has since been repaired. 

The Post Office will be closed from January 9th to 11th to allow construction of the ramp for disabled access. 

Cllr Daly agreed to check why the disabled toilet did not have a standard RADAR key. It was also agreed that the possibility of CCTV in the car park would be a January agenda item.

Millennium Field and Jubilee Meadow

Cllr Richards distributed a copy of the Group minutes of December 5th.

The Council agreed that the Group could spend up to £800 on digging ditches as explained in the Group minutes, also agreed was a £100 donation to the John Mayne school towards its Garden and Environmental project.

Traffic and Pedestrians    
Cllr Friend said he was trying to get the KCC specification for improvements to the south side pavement so that progress could be made. Despite comments that the PC should not need to contribute to these works Cllr Friend thought that if we did not then the KCC budget allocation would go elsewhere. He was aware of the very poor state of the kerb and KCC would be carrying out “patch repairs”. There had been a recent incident of a dislodged kerb block nearly striking a pedestrian.
A brief traffic survey at Castletons Oak crossroads showed that most traffic was to/from the Biddenden direction.

The difficult sight lines from Cot Lane, following the recent safety works, would be raised with KCC Highways.

Gordon Jones Field

Cllr Charlton said a quote for £470 had been received for concreting the base of the new height barrier. He would seek further quotes. 

Mr Cowan, Jarvis Homes, would be undertaking some repairs at the entrance to the MF car park by the Squash Club.

The Odd Job Man would be asked to monitor weed/fungi growth in the children’s play area.
Police
A liaison meeting to discuss arrangements for the PCSO was scheduled for December 12th. The proposed arrangements will be presented at the January meeting.

The Chairman read the key points of the contract with Kent Police for the PCSO and it was noted he was expected in post by January/February 2008. 

KAPC

Cllr Conway outlined discussions at the meeting on November 28th which included Ashford LDF developments and affordable housing. (A copy of the minutes is available from the Clerk)

Youth

Cllr Whapham said he and Cllr Daly were developing a programme and would like this year’s budget allocation rolled over for next year. Cllr Lupton, Chairman of the Finance Committee, did not support this but said if firm proposals were put forward then he felt the budget could be adjusted to accommodate the plans.
Recycling   The Chairman said the possibility of a second site was being considered.

      Website

Cllr Lupton said there were no developments to report.

Christmas Lights

Cllr Charlton said he felt thanks should be expressed to BEST for the High Street lights. The whole council agreed.
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6
      Finance 


The payments (see attached) were agreed.

Cllr Lupton said the Clerk had presented the accounts to November 30th and he was happy with these. A copy would be distributed with the minutes.
The Council declined to spend any money on repairs to the car park entrance as it did not consider it to be its obligation. (The entrance area appears to have no known ownership.) If the residents affected would be willing to contribute to repairs then the P. Council would consider some contribution.
7
      Planning (See attached)

With reference to item 07/1979 the council decided to send a letter of support and a separate letter asking ABC to explain how they propose to progress resolving parishioners concerns over the level of night time lighting in the neighbouring garden.   

Subject to a formal planning application the Council broadly supported the October Farm holiday let scheme.

The Chairman, Cllrs Mrs Cansdale and Richards had attended, with 18 other village volunteers, the recent Ashford BC Workshop on possible housing development sites in the village. ABC would be issuing a report on this, and other Workshops, in March 2008. A follow up meeting is planned for April 2008. It was agreed it was a useful exercise but Cllr Richards felt ABC should be placing more reliance on our existing Parish Plan for a true representation of village views. 

8       Correspondence (See attached)

9          Dual standards  (Cllr Whapham took the Chair for this item.)

Cllr Richards raised some issues where he felt the Chairman, the Council, the                                                                                                                                                     Clerk and some councillors were not acting correctly and yet he felt he was being singled out for criticism. The Chairman said this was not his intention.

Cllr Lupton said he felt this sort of dissention was not in the best interests of the Council and he hoped, in future, councillors would “pause” before rushing to judgment (or an email!) on an issue.
      10
     Closed session 

The Council discussed Ms Clarks’s letter to councillors of December 3rd together with the Clerks response of December 4th. The Council accepted it was virtually impossible to produce errorless minutes if they are to include the detail the council prefers. It was agreed the Chairman should respond to Ms Clark’s letter indicating the above. For these (December) minutes the Chairman and Clerk agreed that councillors would have the opportunity to see and propose amendments before the minutes are made public.

The Council accepted the Clerks apology. The Council regretted the email sent to Ms Clark on the Council’s behalf on December 4th and records its apology to her for any upset caused. 

As the meeting went on to discuss staff matters the proceedings have been recorded in a confidential minute held on the Chairman’s confidential file. This minute would be presented for approval in a closed session of the January meeting.*

*The following was agreed in January. “Councillors agreed that there should be a closed session to consider correspondence from Ms G Clark of 3rd December and the Clerks reply of 4th December 2007.  After discussion it was agreed that the chairman should write a personal and confidential letter to the Clerk concerning his performance.   
11 Next meeting

January 8th 2008


The meeting closed at 11.30pm!
Graham Smith, Parish Clerk
01622 890596
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